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Tlae New*.
Mr. Tlionias yesterday rcni^ned the post of

Becretary of the Treasury, and the uomiuation of
General l)ix, Postmaster of New York, for the va¬

cancy w as sent to the Senate by the President, and
Confirmed without the usual reference. No nomi¬
nations have yet been made for the War and Inte¬
rior Departments. The resignation of Mr. Thomas
End the appointment of General l>ix have been
brought about, it is.said, by the subscribers to the
government loan, who declined landing their funds
to an administration of w hich avowed secessionists
formed a part.

Florida and Alabama have seceded from the
Union. An ordinance of secession was passed by
the Florida Convention 011 Thursday, with but
Beven negative votes. The Alabama Convention
adopted a secession ordinance yesterday. Four
fttates ha\e now bolted from the Union, as fol¬
lows:.
South Carolina...'. .Dec. 20. | Florida Jan. 10.
Mississippi Jan. 0. | Alab.inia luu. II.
Our despatches from Washington announce an

abatement of the excitement, in consequence of
pacific news from Charleston. The authorities
hnve relinquished possession of the steamer Mari¬
on, and she will resume her place in the line be¬
tween Charleston and New York.

All the United States forts and arsenals in
Louisiana were seized by the forces of the State
yesterday. There was no opposition except at
Baton Itouge .^vjiere Major Hawkins, in command
of two compass of soldiers, refus al at first to
purrender. Six compaiuca of State troops wore

displayed, and after a conference between the
Major and the Governor the former gave up the
arsenal.
A despatch from St. Louis states that yesterday

morning, by order of General Scott, the federal
troops took possession of the s»b Tmsnrr, Cus¬
tom liotihC and Post Office buildiug of that city.
The Legislature of Notth Carolina reassembled

on Monday last, the 7th inst., after an interval of
two weeks, during which the members ha>e had
time for reflection. The result of that reflection
is thnt the first business taken tip was the bill ap¬
propriating $300,000 for arming the 8t:itc, and
there is a general desire to make the ap¬
propriation at least one million. The bill has
already passed the Senate. The peculiar atti¬
tude and har.-h language of the republican
party and leaders have operated with such won¬

derful rapidity on the feelings of the people that
in the Khort space of fourteen days a complete
change of sentiment has been effected among the
hitherto conservative portion, and the State ib now
taking a position from which she will, perhaps,
not recede. The Crittenden resolutions are po¬
pular in the State, but the belief grows stronger
eve ry day that it is folly to expect anything from
o party who deny plain constitutional rights, and
offer nothing at this tremendous crisis but coercion
instead of justice and compromise.

In Congress yesterday the Senate up took Mr.
Crittenden's compromise resolutions, and Mr.
Hunter, of Virginia, made a speech on the condi¬
tion of the country. A full report of his remark*
is given ruder the appropriate head. Mr. Sewurd
will address the Senate to-day. The House parsed
the Miscellaneous Appropriation bill, and dc-
Toted some time to the consideration of private
bills.
The pr< cei dings of the Legislature yesterday

were nnusually important. Moth houses -with
but two db>«cnting votes in the limine and one in
the Senate adopted resolutions approving of the
recent special Message of the President to Con¬
gress. and tendering him whatever aid in men nnd
money may be required to enable him to enforce
the laws and uphold the authority of the federal
government.
The stenin-hip Glasgow, from Liverpool "27th

ult., ani\ed at this port yesterday afternoon.
Her dates are anticipated. She brings fill',210 in

specie.
The steamship America, Droit* Liverpool on the

29th, via yueen*t<>wn on the :nuli ult.. arri.cd at

Halifax yesterday morning, bringing two days
later news. The America also bring* $810,000 in
specie.

Extensive warlike preparations were bein^ cur¬

ried forward in France. I>arge purchaies of
lioraea hare been made in Prussia for France and
Piedmont. Steamer* arc al"o being purchased by
the government, and transformed into war ship*.

If reliaure may be placed upon the account*
front Verona, the anti-Austrian agitation in Hun¬
gary U rapidly tending to a crisia of grave Im¬
portance. "No taxes are now paid;" in the m->:e

remote part* of the kingdom "the peasant* urc

beginning to produce their long hoarded Koeeuth
notes;" new notes bearing the signatures of thrc
ex-OoYcrnor, Klapka, and lhi«ehek, a« well a*

French and ttardiniau coins, arc cald to be in
Active circulation.

Another advance in cotton ha* t») n place.
Dread tuffs were active and firm, with a uringent
money market, conMa clo*inn at 'J'lx/t f.,r account.
We are in receipt of onr usual corr ;i .ndence

from Buenos Ayres, South America, with date. to
Motember 14. The wool crop waa being gather¬
ed. an<l promised to be not only unoaually laiy« ,

Imt of better quality than f< r some year* pa t. It
If estimated that the city will export about 20,000
ton*. Price* range from to 9110 the arr<»bi
for fine; Mest.ir.a, !*¦» to (KM), and Me liana, !<m to
fso 7.Mm ions had been bought at theae prices.
Oui.<( were quoted at C3G. Freight. f» pel
ton The Custom House receipt* for October
urnoii. il <o $000,000, American. The Legislature,
which i,»d just udjourntJ, had been rcavtmUki

by the Governor to complete certain legislation in
reg»d to telegraphs. railroads, immigration. Ac.

i m,\ 'A "i80 * Pr°|>o«ition to donate the

i'r#. i ?d" ,0 thf ,,re^nt .ccupanU The
Ck eni ja« issued a dcorec authorizing

. Ayres to consider and decide upon ail
iovular question*. Au important priv at* con-

eu< e 1,ai' taken place on the ilth be-
'^e l*r*#idcnt. Or. I»«-rqui, Governor Mitre,

o Buenos Ayre», and General I'rqui/.a, now
>o ernor of Kntre Kins, at the residence of the
atti r. The precise result in not known. Mr. dc
Alvcar, popular Minister of Foreign Affaire

,a 1 *¦*«"'»> »«*! receive,1 the appointment of
. funster to the United States. His father filiod
the Mime honorable port, ami died at Washington
city several yean, sime. Mr. Bravard, pupil and
neonate of the Int. Baron Cuvier, ha, visited the
raining region of San J«an. and is said t have
been surprised at it* richness la gold, *j|ver coJj.
per and coal.

1

Advices from Wo Janeiro to November 25

!'*/ be««» received. There L, no news of any
interest. Exchange remained at previous rates

cX 27,9°' Th<'rC W'ftS Ve° Utt,e <loin* in

H'!vft,W*.'of Ke* 0rl«,u««« we have advices from
Havana to the 7th inst. There was no news of
importance. Sugar was dull, with a stock of 2ft
000 boxes, against 12,500 at the corresponding pe'-
riod last year.

p

The overland express, with San Francisco date*
to the afternoon of the 2Mb ult., arrived at Fort
Kearney at noon yesterday. The general news is
imimpoitant. The weather was fine. but business
remained very dull. The steamer of the 1st in»t
would take about a million and a iialf in treasure.
he Southern secession movement caused much

discussion. H is said that the remark of Senator
I.atham, that California will remain with the Fnion
0 the North and West, is a correct representation
of the opinion of a vast majority of the people.

A meeting (.f the Board of Supervisors was held
yesterday. Very little business of importance
was transacted. A resolution was offered and
adopted directing the Comptroller to draw his
warrant on Nathan C. Piatt, late County Trea¬

surer. for the whole amount of rnonevs in his
hands due the county, and to deposit the same to
the <*edit of the county. The quarterly bill of the
four Coroners of the city was ordered to be paid.
1 he bill amounts to 15,188 88. A veto was re¬
ceived from the Mayor on the resolution to author¬
ize the Hoafd of Police to pay out of any moneys
in their possession the bills incurred for the clean
mg of tenement houses. The Hoard then adjourned
until Wednesday at twelve o'clock, noon
The newly elected Hoard of Conncilmeu tnet for

he fifth time last evening, and on the calling of
the roll-the twelve democratic members answered
to their names, the republicans arid Mr. Repper
(Mozart democrat, still refusing to appear. There
not being a quorum present, the President pro
tnn. declared the Board adjourned till Saturday at
siv o'clock. Mr. Repper holds the balance of
power, and unless some plan is devised by both
parties, he can prevent the permanent organiza¬
tion of the Board. It is understood that should
there be no election for President this evening the
democrats will propose to the republicans to draw
for ITesident, and should the republicans succeed
in obtaining their presiding officer, the defeated
party are to have the appointment of clerks and
committees.
Judge Hilton delivered an elaborate opinion

yesterday, deciding that Mr. Piatt, the late City
Chamberlain, was legally removed from office
that Mr. Devlin was duly appointed thereto, and
that Mr. Piatt must stand committed to the county
jail until be delivers up the books and property of
the Chamberlain to his successor. A full report
of the Judge s opinion is given in another part of
t«>-day's paper.

In the Court of Common Pleas yesterday Judge
Brady discharged the jury in con-equence of there
being no business before the Court. He wished it
to be understood that the cause of adjournment
was owing to the facj of counsel not b^faw p,*.
pared, and not from any desire on the part of the
Court to postpone the business.

In the case of arson against Frederick Freund
whose trial took place yesterday in the Court of
Oyer and Terminer, the Jury, at half-past ten
o clock last night, rendered a verdict of guiltv.
with a recommendation to mercy. Judge Leonard
remarked that he had no discretion in the matter;
the low made it imperative to seutence the
prisoner to the State prison for life. However, the
Judge said he would join with the jury to present
the case to the Governor for a commutation. The
prisoner will be sentenced at twelve o'clock to¬
day.
There was a meeting of our Irish fellow citizens

lust evening at the Astor House to consult on the
propriety of a sympathetic meeting with the move¬

ment now on foot in Ireland for national indepen¬
dence. There were about forty gentlemen pre
sent, among whom we noticed the Honorable Mayor
Powell, of Brooklyn, and Jmlgcs O'Connor and
Connolly; Me^sr*. John McKcon, Ilenncssey, Do-
heny. Roach, and Pr». Conncry, Norris, Jones, Ac.
The meeting was verv liarmonioiis. and broke up
at about ten o'clock.
Skating was resumed on the Central Park yes¬

terday, with nearly all its form r >ieor. A large
number of ladies were present, who threw off their
former reserve and skated on the larger pond in-
hU .id of that set apart for tlicir special use.

Tli< sab - of c''<>n )Mter<l;iv embraced 2,4M) bales, ta-

eluding 300 in IfiUK. The market cloaei! firm, on the
lias's ol a tar Hour was in more active demand
lor export and for donv stlc consumption. The market
closed at oh irtvanoe of be. per barrel Tor shipping
gr.uli jf Slate and Vutcrn. Wheal m*i freely pur-
<ha^-ed and at full prices, mostly forexpoit. Coin was

III fair demand, with *kl«sal tM.-. a 00c ft* new mixed
Western, ?0e a 71c. for old, and 70c. a

71 '-,c. lor Western white. Turk was tirm but
quiet: mw MM fold ai $17, and new prime
at $].'< a *18 12. There was a speculative
feeling ii ire. The sales within two or tkne la* k btve
¦mounted to alMMl ;i.200 ca^ks. closing nt si) advance of

i,r. a »»c per pound. Of the amount sold 1,000 a 1.900
w« re taken for export Sognra were ? ..mw leaa buoyant
and octive. The aalaa embraced about 600 hh<ta. ,at rates
K.\ it a, Miothei cotuna. OdR o In fidr demand aad
al steady prices, with sales of about 2.400 I>«k-, closing
nt rati-# rIv n ;n another column. Freight* were stesdjr,
with fair engagements, while rates were unchanged

Mr. SkwakdV Kxmmn Snitca To-hat.
Mr. Seward. it is expected. will speak in the
Senate to-day on the crisis. What will he say?
What will ho propose? Those are important
question*, considering Ihe now responsibilities
thrown upon his shoulders. He will stand be¬
fore the Bate in this speech as tin* orgCB, the
repneaMhre, the authorized agent of Ihe
President elect. Hie speech is anticipated, not
as a Bora Speech from Senator Reward, but as

an official manifesto from the 1'ramler of the
incoming admiui tiation. From the late Astor
House remark* of the senator 011 thn revolu¬
tionary troubles of the conntry, wo are pre-
ptired for a eery soothing and conciliatory
speech to day. We should be gratified to

Mitirc our readers that they may anticipate, in
this instance, something more than com ilia-
ti.ry piofusions und vague and indefinite-pro-
ndse- of a testoration of th" Union. Thecal*
i in hi- hand a. A- the Frenikr elect of Mr.
I in coin. Mr. Sew. rd may immortalize hlffiaelf
this day. if be will at once come up bravely
and i«triotk*U} lo the wxigencie* of the criei*
and tl r<'<«pon- Inlities which attach to hi?* posi¬
tion. In any tient, his speech will be very
apt to put an end to onr nnspense, foi It will
renew our confidence in the Union, 01 scatter
Qur hopt s tu Ui«. wiuda.

.

Tb« Prranrt of the RtTol»llon-Thf
Tim* to Itv* (he raloa Mow or Merer.
Whether the Union can be saved even now

ib doubtful; but if not now, never. Its speedy
(involution is at hand, or a complete recogni¬
tion of the guarantees of the constitution, which
us its only bond. Such is the alternative wliich
cannot longer be evaded by hurnun ingenuity.
Not only it* revolution pending, but it i-
actually begun, and tnuking such progress us
no revolution over made before. In six States
the federal forts have been seized by the State
authorities. In one hostile guns have been
directed against the Unitfd States flag, and a

ship with its troops on bo ird driven back by
ennnon ball". This attitude of South Carolina
haft the sympathy, and will have the support, of
the vast majority of the southern people.
Two or three States have already se¬
ceded. Several others will be out of
the confederacy in a very few days, and the
whole South will be cut off before the 4th of
March, and banded together in a Southern
Union, or in a position to be confederated very
soon.

Vet, in the face of these alarming develope-
ments, what are the republican party doing to
arrest the triumphant march of revolution?
Nothing whatever, but. on the contrary, every¬
thing to stimulate it. Mr. Lincoln and the load¬
ers are too busy in dividiug the spoils before¬
hand to pay much attention to passing events.
Mr. Trumbnll. in Congress, supposed to speak
the sentiments of the President elect, dismisses
the question of revolution with the ludicrous
remark that " The secession movement of South
Carolina is, in his judgment, nothing".an
observation which eHcited laughter, but which
was more a cause for tears. If the ques¬
tion were merely one about the fort*,
or the property of the federal government
within the limits of South Carolina it
might be very easily settled. But it is of far
broader dimensions, embracing the separation
of fifteen Stutes from the national confederacy;
and whether they have a legal and constitu¬
tional right to take the step or not is imma¬
terial to the issue precipitated upon the coun-

t»y.
What is the cause of this calamitous condition

of affairs ? The adoption by the republican
party of the Chicago platform, and a stern refu¬
sal to abandon the ground that party have
taken. The man who does not soe

that the maintenance of the Chicago platform
will result in the dissolution of the Union must
be blind to all the signs of the times. Whether
or not it will also result in civil war depends
upon whether the North, or a majority in Con¬
gress, will insist on coercing the seceding
States. The Union is now practically dissolved,
and unless the Chicago platform is aban¬
doned, no power on earth can reunite the
severed fragments. Instead of doing this, the
republican journals, including the Tribune, are

urging preparations for war. And so much
exercised is our philosopher lest, by any possi¬
bility. a satisfactory compromise should be car¬

ried in Congress, and the impending danger
hanging over us like a black thunder cloud
should be disputed, he urges upon all the
fanatics ^roughout the country to petition
Congress against a peaceable settlement ot the
national troubles.
Greeley «ays the Hkrai.o, in calling^ en the

leaders of the republicans to abandon the
Chicago platform, demands from the party,
"not really conciliation, but suicide." That
is strictly true, and no less a sacrifice can save

tbo Union from being broken ..p into frag¬
ments. The party is doomed to destruction in
any event, and It might as well make a merit of
necessity.and, by gracefully submitting to its
fate, avert a bloody struggle, in which the
Chicago platform and its architects would be
scattered to the four wind? of heaven. As Jonah
was cast into the sea to appease the storm and
save the "hip in which he sailed from wreck, so

is it necessary to throw overboard the republi¬
can party to secure the safety of the "ship of
State" built by the sages and patriots of 1787.
There is this difference between the two
esses: whereas the prophet was miraculously
preserved in a whale's maw, to be disgorged on
the shore a living man, there can be no resur¬
rection for the republican party, no hope for It
now or hereafter.
And this is retributive jiistice. The party is

founded upon principles which abolish the
constitution of the United States The sum

and substance of the Chicago platform is that
every man. black a? well as white, ought to be
and must be free in every part of the Union:
that negro servitude U Incompatible with the
free labor ot white men. and both kinds of
civilization cannot exist under the same go¬
vernment; that every negro in the United
States is entitled to freedom by a law higher than
the constitution. Here, then, is a revolutionary
party by its own confession. Out of its own

mouth it is judged. It impudently and au¬

daciously avows that its object Is to overthrow
the constitution; and the President elect, the
man of iU choice, has declared that he will dis¬
regard the constitution, as expounded by the
Supreme Court. This is what has alarmed the
South and produced a counter revolution,
menacing the whole country from Maine to
Texas with civil war. The Chicago platform,
and the party standing upon the rotten struc¬
ture. must, therefore, be demolished together.
Better that a thousand platforms and a thou¬
sand parties should perish in succession than
that the temple of liberty erected by Washing¬
ton. and Madison and Jefferson and Hamilton,
and the other architects of the confederacy,
should be Is id in ruins, and American citizens
wage a bloody, fratricidal war against each
other the end of which no man can foresee.
Time was when Greeley "spat upon the plat¬

form," and supported the election of the man.

though that man was a Southern slaveholder.
He now spits upon (he man who created the
platform, while he hugs the platform itself, as

a drunken man does a lamp post Greeley and
hit. party must abandon the platform, or they
will go down with it to political perdition
The whole North must go back to the princi¬

ples of the constitution as they were under¬
stood by those who framed the instrument, and
by their contemporaries, tor whom it wa*

made The North ha* broken the covenant,
and that is the sin of which it is guiltj, and
which if-bringing national calamity upon us.

The Puritan clerjrj have been Wonderfully
zealous in denouncing negro servitude as the

greatest of all sins, which i» no »in at all but
a bcoeficcnt Christian institution; while they
are silent about the crime of "covenant break¬

ing.'* which Is accorded of God and man. The
breach must be repaired, and the South must

get what l» nominated in the bond. It ask«

nothing more, and will not be content with

lew. According to the constitution, it

| iB the duty of all the States. If there
were no fugitive law of Congress, to surr*nd**r
runaway slaves to their masters on demand,
and the slaveholder has a right to travel every¬
where throughout thia Union with his slaves,
and even to sojourn ^th them unmolested in
the city of Bostoh. He has a right lo ent«*r the
common territory with his slaves to eeMle, and
his properly in their labor, which is plainly
recognized in the constitution, according to. the
decision of the Supreme Court, which is the
supreme law of the land, is entitled to the
same protection as any other property. These
rights were never questioned in the
enrly days of the confederacy. It is
only in recent years they have been
denied Their denial now Is plunging the coun¬

try into revolution, and it may be into a fruitless
civil war, which could have no othor effect
than ruining the whole country, Nerth and
South.
And yet all this is against the will of the people

of the North. Nine-tenths ofthem would voto to¬
morrow for the propositions of Mr. Crittenden
if they Lad an opportunity; but the politi¬
cians who have the control of their political
organization will not afford it to them. The
republican party in Congress will not do it,
and all hope of reconciliation now seeiua

lost. If before the lapse of the next week
measures of compromise arc not initiated by
the republican members, any overtures to save

the Union will be too late, and its doom, we

tear, will be eternally sealed.

Gknkiuj. Cameron's None Oct ok Joint..
Our Springfield correspondent, in his letter
which we publish to-day, disposes of General
Cameron. It thus appears that the General
hus not been appointed as a member of Honest
Abe Lincoln's Cabinet; has not been olfered
any such appointment; and that the President
elect has never seriously entertained the idea of
making any such offer. It appears, too. that if
the President elect had entertained any favo¬
rable inclinations touching the claims of Gene¬
ral Cameron, they would have been dissipated
on receipt of the mail bags full of remon¬

strances which poured into Springfield from
the republican camp in consequence of
the news that the General had been select¬
ed for a ^Cabinet position. The reasons

assigned are somewhat in the vein of vir¬
tuous Indignation, too, for the cold shoulder
turned upon the General may be summed up in
Ave words.his lobby antecedents and proclivi¬
ties.
Now it strikes us there is such a thing as

straining at a gate and swallowing a sawmill.
The republican counsellors of Mr. Lincoln are

dreadfully shocked at General Cameron's lobby
proclivities, are they ? But who is considered
as th« most liberal of all our states¬
men and legislators in regard to the
jobs of the lobby? Who but William H.
Seward? Yet be is appointed as the head and
front of Mr. Lincoln's Cabinet proper, and
Thurlow Weed, the field marshal of the lobby
at Albany and at Washington, is made the
chief of the Kitchen Cabinet, while Simon
Cameron, forsooth, has been too much mixed
up in political financiering to be trusted under
the new administration. That General Came¬
ron, as a man of business, is not the man to
lose an opportunity for turning an honest
penny, we are ready to admit; that his Came-
ronian ancestors of the Scotch Highlands were
not over nice concerning the loose cattle,
sheep and poultry of the lowland Saxons, Is a

matter of history. The organ of acquisitive¬
ness runs in the breed. The peculiar charac¬
teristics of race, clan and family are transmitted,
more or less, from generation to generation.
Thus some philosophers trace back the passion
of the Hebrews for the jewelry business to the
transactions of their ancestors in Kgypt under
the instructions of Moses. But time, intermix¬
ture and civilization produce great changes,
physically and mentally, in the same race.

Pirutes and filibusters were the ancestors of
the English stock of the present day; and the
industrious law and order loving Scots of our

epoch are drawn from a horde of border ruf¬
fians.
Thus In General Cameron the original pe¬

culiarities of his clan have been softened
and refined into the qualities of the active
man of business. He would make an efficient
Cabinet officer; his mind is methodical and
quick in its perceptions, his political experience
is lurge in all parties, his habits are industri¬
ous. he is devoted to the Union. and he never

forgets his responsibilities in looking out for
the main chance. He would be an excellent
adviser of Honest Abe Lincoln in reference
to the swarms of venal politicians that will
crowd upon hirn at Washington. Cameron has
studied the whole ship's crew of them, from
Dan to Beersheba; and we really suspect that
they are the conspirators who have put the
nose of Cameron out of joint at Springfield.
But let them beware, for Cameron is like old

Blucher. and though down to-day, his enemies
will find hiin on his legs to morrow.

Ax Era of Poijttcai. hnksnr..It would
really appear, from the indications all about
us, that the old proverb. -Those whom the
God* wish to destroy they Sift make mad,"
was about to receive another endorsement from
the people of this country. That the people of
South Carolina are utterly daft there can be
no doubt. Nor are the citizen* of Savannah,
Mobile and New Orleans any more sensible
t han't he Palmetto heroes. We are daily in the
receipt of reports, letter* and despatches which
go' to show that this insane fever is contagious;
that It has nffected ninny people in the hor¬
de-States. and in some isolated cases extended
to New York, wtere, under ordinary circum¬
stances. people pay attention to their own busi¬
ness and leave that of their neighbors alone.
The city is full of rumors of the most improba¬
ble character. The Mayor sends secession
messages to the Common Council, and in
some quarters efforts are made to organize
armeil bands of shoulder-hitter* to take ad¬
vantage of the anarchical condition of things
which, it is presmued, the recession of
the cotton States will bring abont.
Among otiier phase* of this dangerous
though absurd condition of things, we

notice that a very worthy charitable institu¬
tion. composed of the sons of Virginia resident
in the metropolis, ha- bad a meeting to discuss
the state of the country, and that one of the
members hss been sc far nffected with the pre¬
vailing malady a* to insinuate that there was

some danger of secession in the IIkram* office.
We give a sketch of the orator's remarks in

another part of this paper, but must be per¬
mitted to «y. after an experience of twenty-
flre years, that the proprietor of this jonrnal
will not think of conciliation for a moment;

be will not have the slightest hesitation 1a

resorting to coercion, aod that he will hav^ hi*
own way iu any ffeut. So far an the genera!
subject let concerned, there c^nbeno doubt that
the great Kiujority of the people of tbew- Lnitod
States are bound upon one point.and it is the
most important of all just now.that the Union
must be preserved; that this couutry is too
young, too strong, too self-relrant to be broken
up by a few crazy fanatics. Before the' Pre¬
sidential election we were all getting
along comfortably enough. Our export*
exceeded our imports, the harvest was

most plentiful, money was easy and
business of all kinds was never better. Now,
certain individuals arc doing their be.*t to
break down trade, to ruin our commercial in¬
terests, und to tiyn the whole country into one

vast lunatic asylum. We are of the opinion
that it will be much better for these crazy
people to keep cool, and see how things turn
out. If It should happen that the secession
movement resulted disastrously to the secoders,
how absurd would their Northern sympa¬
thizers appear. The members of the Old Do¬
minion Society were wise in declining to take
political action at this time. The time for
"resolutions." addresses, orations. &C-, has
passed. All that we have to do now is to
keep our tempers and w uit the issue of events,
which we can neither direct nor anticipate.
War Imminent In Europ»-Th« C ontl-

nrntal Governments Arming.
There is every indication that a feurful

struggle is now impending in Europe. Not¬
withstanding the mystery that shrouds the
movements of diplomacy, it is becoming evi¬
dent that all hope frf a compromise on the
Venetian question is despaired of. The Aus¬
trian absolutists hold, in regard to Kurope,
pretty much the same position that the black
republicans occupy in relation to tbo slave
States. They would rather deluge the earth
with blood and risk the integrity of the em¬

pire itself than yield one io»a of the abstrac¬
tions which they have set up as their political
creed.

This stiff-necked obstinacy is, as might be ex¬

pected, accumulating hourly fresh-perils round
the Austrian monarchy. From the military
preparations which are being, made in Moldo-
Wallachia. Bosnia and Servia, it is evident that
Garibaldi's meditated attack upon Venice ia to
be made the key of a grand revolutionary
rising in the Danubian Principalities and Hun¬
gary, with the object of completely dismem¬
bering the Austrian empire, and of creating
new governmental organizations out of her
dependencies and those of the Porte.
These projects are not of recent con¬

ception. Ever since success crowned the
first Italian campaign they have been ma¬

turing between Garibaldi and the Hungarian
revolutionists, Kossuth, Count Teleki and
others. There are grounds for believing that
Louis Napoleon and Victor Emanuel are not
entirely strangers to them; otherwise it would
be difficult to account for the readiness with
which Garibaldi was induced to postpone his
threat of attacking Venice immediately after,
the conquest of Naples, and to retire for a sea-' j
son from political affairs.
Whether this conjecture be well founded or

not, it is certain that France is making war

preparations on a vast, scale, exceeding even

those which preceded the campaign in Lom-
bardy. Besides the augmentation of her
already large army by the increase of the effec1
tive strength of her infantry regiments, and the^
formation of new regiments of cavalry, for
mounting- which she is making extensive
purchases of horses in Eastern Prussia, she is
converting all the steamers she can purchase
into war vessels and transports. This doe3 not
look like a mere contingent support of Victor
Emanuel within the limits of the conditions
which France had publicly assigned to her co-

operation. Notwithstanding the declaration at¬
tributed to the Emperor in revising M. l'ereire's
pamphlet, that he did not desire to extend the
present boundaries of France, the conviction
cannot be excluded that tholr expansion con¬
stitutes the main object of his present Increased
armaments. In the complications which the
stubbornness of Austrian diplomatists is foster¬
ing in' regard to Venice, Hungary and the
Danubian Principalities, he sees prospective
advantages to France, and he means to be in
readiness to avail himself of them. Sardinia
only obtained the Duchies by the cession of
Savoy and Nice; the acquisition of the Two
Sicilies will have to be paid for either by some
further sacrifice on her part or by her joint aid
in promoting French designs on Austrian ter¬
ritory. Napoleon thinks, of course, with Kos¬
suth, that the peace of Europe can never be
secured until Austria is reduced to the con¬
dition of a second or third rate Power, and he
-has no objection to be made the instrument of
stripping her of some ^f her overgrown pro¬
portions.
The recent concessions made to the people

and press of France, and the consolidation of
the English alliance, are additional evidences
of the magnitude of the struggle which
is at hand. That it is likely to be of a more
serious character than any that the present
generation has witnessed. ia shown by the sud¬
den anxiety which the Emperor V&s manifested
to enter into the path of liberal concessions.
Before engaging in a conflict which may be of
some years duration, and which Is uncertain in
its results, he feels the necessity of strengthen¬
ing himself at home, and the relaxation of his
political system, with a closer rapprochrmtnt to

England, Is, he believes, the surest means of
effecting that object.
There is only one thing that can save Europe

from the dangers that menace Its tranquillity,
und that Is the entire abandonment by Austria
of her present sulcidul policy. Let her cede
Venice to Italy, and grant to tho Hungarians,
as well as to her other subjects, the blessings
of constitutional liberty, and she will be lin
pregnable against all attacks. Are the men at
the head of her affairs likely to awake in time
to this conviction? ^ e fear not.

Umox Amono thk OncuA Singkm..We per¬
ceive, from a circular issued by tho Directors of
the Brooklyn Academy of Mu^ic, tbnt the ar-

tiflH of the Italian Opera, who arc usually in
favor of anarchy and accession, h»ve rosolred
to unite and conquer. The circular states that
Signor Mur.io, the Director of tho Italian Ar¬
tists' Association, " bus tho honor to annonnco

that he has concluded an engagement with tho
Directors of the Brooklyn Academy of MnMc,
for a grand Italian Opera season in the City of
Churches." The Artiste' Association have been

carrying on their lTn!on slnco last October.a
w ondenully longtime for nn opora «ompany
to hold together. Can it bo possible even
the opera aingera are taking a lesson ot pru¬
dence and common sense from the iuaautf exam¬
ple of the cottoa3t»to»!

of "Ihf Cr«tr>l Amcrl.-B* Im-

itrogt.1"".,owl *.*
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Bogrowe^1 w,th etMtln* *Q<i absorbing j
ever** at bO. ttoe Pre,W a°d W1" 01 thw
United States hi Te lost sigfct ot moat of those
questions 4>f for«s',n P°llcJ in whlch ""7 b*v«
u*.» . ..to. «r) active interest. For tenhitherto tuJirn aa

yean, the afflrirs o/ <*n,r»l America -Bntuh
aggre»ions. Satf Jua* .

«*izu"*8- Mwquito pro-
tectorates, transit **uub* » and fllib.urtor raids,
not only occupied l«g# «hare of Pubho Rt;tentiou. leading artUHes * newspapers and

diplomatic coi respond Mice »but actually seve¬

ral time* brought us to Sie V* y ve'Ke °' wir

with Great Britain. Probably fc om* *f us rt'

uiember how nearly we same'k0 a collision
(Mr the inland of Tigre; huW B.*iW '"h cruitsern
c4topelh d the Prometheu* to pay bk 'thor due*
to the King of Mosquito, a.4 h«># Captain
Jolly, of her Majesty's steamer Bes?m -da, in¬
formed Captain Hollins, of the United States
frigate Cyane, that he regretted lihe snMfc',n«*«
of his force did not enable him to' bid*
impudent Yankee out of water for perfoww "g
the heroic feat of burning Greytown.
may venture to say that there are tam *

living who once heard of the Clayton-Bd#«
wer treaty; and it is reported that several'
cords of official correspondence as to the truv
construction of that instrument are stored
away in the Department of State, where, we
fear, they run imminent risk of being burned
or otherwise destroyed by the Visiguths of Ac
comac, under the lead of Alaric Wise, whew
they make their descent on the capital. Wher«*
now are Chutfield and Squier, those doughty
champions of their respective nationalities, who
first made Central America famous and fa¬
miliarized tie world with the name of Nica-
earagua? And where Borland, whose im¬
maculate node, brought in violent contact with
a flying junk bottle, led to the bombardment of
San Juan* Where the bibulous array of re¬

presentatives who iollowt'd these pioneers of
diplomacy in Isthmian wilds? Even Sir Wil¬
liam Gore Ouseley is forgotten, and there is
doubt if even Dimitry is not a historical myth.

But, seriously, ho rapid is the march of
events, the humau kaleidoscope changes so
often and quickly, that the most important re¬

sults, in their attainment, are frequently over¬
looked or unappreciated. When Great Britain
took possession of San Juan and the Island of
Tigre, colonized Ruatan and set up the Mos¬
quito Protectorate, she no doubt intended
thereby to seize the keys of the Isthmus and
hold the toll-gate between the two oceans. Iler
policy in this respect was traditional for the
measure had been contemplated for more than
a century. Ife developement was precipitated by
the acquisition of California on the part of the
United States, which first made the question of
interoceanic communication a practical one to
the American people. Up to 1849 the United
States had taken no interest whatever in thai
portion of our continent. Its resources were
unknown and its trade was in other hands.
So profound was our apathy, that the protests
of Nicaragua against the seizure of San Juan,
in 1848, and the earnost appeal of the govern¬
ment of that country to our own for moral
aid in support of its rights, were allowed to
pass without the poor courtesy of an acknow¬
ledgment. But, as we have said, as soon as the
question.of easy ooiumucation with Califor¬
nia was forced on publU attention and beoamo
one of practical interest, then the United
States woke up to the nature of British aggres¬
sions oa Nicaragua. It was at once seen that
our interests in the Pacific, multiplied beyond
all anticipation by the discovery of gold,
paramountly required that every available
route of communication between the oceans
should be open and free. And we aroused to
the tact to find their portals held by a powerful
and not over scrupulous rival.
To reopen these routes and break down th<»

pretensions under which they had been seized
and obstructed obviously became a leading,
not to tfoy vital, measure of American policy.
General Taylor comprehended the necessities
of the case, and the very first diplo¬
matic appointment which he made was that
of Mr. Squier to Nicaragua, with strin¬
gent instructions to thwart British designs and
secure American interests. How well the bat¬
tle was opened every one at all acquainted
with Central American affairs must remember.
Mr. Squier found the port of San Juan held by
a British force, and measures on foot to occupy
the commanding Boy of Fonseca on the Pacific
Bide. tliu$ securing the absolute control Of the
Is hmus in English bands The Mosquito king¬
dom and the Mosquito Protectorate were only
the stalking horses of this deep design. The
attempt on the Bay ef Fonseca was fortunately
forestalled by the cesiion of the island of Ti¬
gre, commanding it, to the United States. And
then came the analysis of British pretensions
on the Mosquito shore, in which the United
States and its representatives planted them¬
selves fiimly by the side of the Central Ameri¬
can States in support of their territorial rights.

It is not our purpose', however, to trace the
history of the diplomatic contest which ensued.
It was the most protracted of any In which
the country was ever engaged, and was carried
on up to 1856 with extraordinary zeal on both
sides. It then came to a dead lock, both Eng¬
land and the United States having committed
themselves to perfectly irreconclleable decla¬
rations. from which neither could with honor
recede. Tie only mode of resolving the issue
seemed to be through the ultimate one of
force. And here there was a pause, alike
feverish and dangerous Fortunately, bow-
ever. a solution was suggested outs.de of the
official parties to the controversy, which ha*
resulted in n complete settlement. This solu¬
tion was the simple one of Inviting the va¬

rious Central American States to treat directly
with Great Britain lor the relinquishment of
her pretensions. Her statesmen, long before
satisfied of their inability to carry out the

policy inaugurated in 1848, in face of
the direct hostility* of the United State*,
wore willing to yield to the solicit »-

tionn of the feeble republic* of Central
America wlmt their pride forbade th^ n

to concede to a peer. The treaties with Guate¬
mala. fixing definitely the boundaries »:i<t
tiahit of the conventions with llnnd't*
rns, surrendering the Hay Islands and relin¬
quishing Mosquito pretensiotM with'n th#
limits of that State, and finally the convention
with Nicaragua, sabverting tt>o so-called Mos¬
quito kingdom, and reduriag "hi- Mosquito
Majesty" to the congenial rank of :\a or-lin.iry
cnvnfi'. and, above all, restoring the long dis¬
puted port of Han .Itian, no longer the "Gr«»y-
town' of the blue books, to its rightful owner.
such have been the result* of the aituple :ind
rational policy oWirlna*<»d In l*M
We have been led Into thw reminisccr.^


